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United We Vote
By Jonathan Weston

Hope...Change...Make America Great Again...Forward...Stronger Together...Prosperity and Progress...Promises Made,
Promises Kept...Build Back Better...And here’s my personal favorite: Don’t Swap Horses in the Middle of the Stream.
Presidential campaign slogans exude positivity and confidence. They cut through the “malarkey” and try to bring us
back to what’s clearly at stake - a love for making this nation better and for wanting to move forward together despite our
differences.
It’s too bad the discussion of presidential politics becomes so partisan and divided. It is too easy nowadays to sit back and
point fingers at the other side. So, I’m not going to do that in this article.
You know what is at stake in this election, as we have become so used to hearing it every four years around this time. In
a recent New York Times article, the soul of the nation was discussed as being at the heart of both Republican and Democratic arguments. United States poet laureate Joy Harjo was quoted in the article as saying, “We are at a point of great
wounding, where everyone is standing and looking within themselves and each other.”
In doing research for this article, I read a recent column by American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten,
entitled “Your vote is your voice.” In her column, Randi writes, “I have been struck by the resilience and hopefulness of
the people I have seen. Americans yearn for leaders who will address the concerns that keep us up at night.”
That’s the amazing thing to me about living in a constitutional democracy. Popular sovereignty exists through civic engagement, giving the people the authority to decide how government runs. While the time leading up to Election Day can
feel divided, it is also a time of great shared unity within our country, and I urge you to embrace that.
In this issue of Speak Out, you will see NYSUT endorsements of candidates for state and local office. NYSUT President
Andy Pallotta said, “As cornerstones of our communities, government support for public schools, colleges and hospitals
has never been more critical as we continue to weather the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. We need elected officials
who will stand up for teachers, School-Related Professionals, medical professionals and those they serve, and we believe
this slate of candidates can best deliver for the New Yorkers who will rely on them in the halls of power.”
As Political Action Chair for the SCTA, I agree with those sentiments that voting for someone who will support you and
your profession is extremely important. Yet, I am aware that voting is extremely personal. Therefore, I urge you to do
your research on the candidates, consider how a vote for each candidate could affect you and your loved ones, and make a
plan to vote. Whether it is voting by absentee ballot, voting early, or voting in person on Election Day, exercise your civic
responsibility and your constitutional right to vote.
I will close with a quote from the U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo:
“Everybody has a heartache —
We will all find our way, no matter fire leaping through holes in jump time,
No matter earthquake, or the breaking of love spilling over the dreck of matter
In the ether, stacking one burden
Against the other —
We have a heartache.”
Our collective sense of struggle will continue to bind us together, and we will remain as one, united as union members
and as Americans--now, on Election Day, and beyond.

Dear NYSUT members:
We are pleased to provide this Voter Guide and special Retiree Edition so YOU and your
VOTE can help move the state and the nation away from regressive corporatism and
toward progressive solutions.
We don’t need to spell out all the ways that 2020 is different from other election years in
recent memory, but one thing you need to think about is the need to vote safely and to
vote early. Thanks in part to our efforts, concern about exposure to COVID-19 is now an
official reason to secure an absentee ballot. If you plan to vote by mail, we urge you to
request a mail-in ballot promptly.
•

DOWNLOAD: Voter Guide | Retiree Edition

Only through a strong, unprecedented turnout from NYSUT members can we ensure that
the best interests of students, educators, health care professionals, retired members and
New York’s public education system, from Pre-K through higher ed, will come through this
pandemic stronger than before. Our state and our country are clearly at a crossroads, and
the decisions we make this fall will impact what happens from the halls of power in
Washington, D.C., to the capitol in Albany and in each and every community in New York.
This guide provides the complete list of NYSUT-endorsed candidates as recommended by
our local presidents and NYSUT’s Political Action Committee, and approved by the union’s
Board of Directors. Please take the time to read and consider this information before you
cast your ballot. You will be able to vote by mail, vote early in your community, or on
Election Day at your local polls, but it is most important to make a plan and to cast your
ballot. Your VOTE is Our Voice for Our Union and Our Values.
In Solidarity,
The NYSUT Officers

Long Island Endorsements:

New York State Senate District
1 No Endorsement
2 Mario Mattera
3 Monica Martinez
4 Philip Boyle
5 James Gaughran
6 Kevin Thomas
7 Anna Kaplan
8 John Brooks
9 Todd Kaminsky

U.S. House of Representatives
District
1 Nancy Goroff
2 Jackie Gordon*
3 Thomas Suozzi
4 Kathleen Rice
5 Gregory Meeks
6 Grace Meng

*Indicates NYSUT Member

Long Island Endorsements:

New York State Assembly District
1 Fred Thiele Jr.
2 Laura Jens-Smith
3 Joe DeStefano
4 Steven C. Englebright
5 Douglas Smith
6 Philip Ramos
7 Jarett Gandolfo
8 Dylan Rice
9 Michael Durso
10 Steve Stern
11 Kimberly Jean-Pierre
12 Michael Marcantonio
13 Charles D. Lavine
14 David McDonough
15 Michael Montesano
16 Gina Sillitti
17 John Mikulin
18 Taylor Darling
19 Edward P. Ra
20 Gregory Marks
21 Judy Griffin
22 Michaelle Solages

To find the endorsed candidates in
your district, visit:
https://mac.nysut.org/find-endorsed-candidates-in-my-district

Your vote matters — make it count
Source: NYSUT United

t’s time to push back against vigorous voter suppression, and push forward to get out the vote
for the November 2020 presidential and congressional elections.
National, statewide and local unions have been calling for protection of voters’ rights, and
members will be involved in phone banking, social media and widespread campaigns to get
people out voting in this critical election.
It is clear how much a vote matters by the effort and money spent to suppress it. Cuts to funding
for the U.S Postal Service limiting hours and delivery could jeopardize the arrival of mail-in and
absentee ballots. Limits to early voting, massive closures of polling places — particularly in
Black and brown neighborhoods — stricter ID laws, and shorter hours at polling places are all
attempts to hinder voting. ID requirements, which differ by state, thwart low-income voters.
Purging voter rolls and gerrymandering districts are other harmful practices. Florida even
enacted a “poll tax” on some citizens seeking to restore their voting rights — those convicted of
a felony who have since completed their sentences.
The current pandemic presents other challenges to voting. A recent article in the New York
Times noted six states require an excuse for absentee voting, and that excuse cannot be the
pandemic. But in nine states and the District of Columbia, every registered voter will be mailed a
ballot ahead of the election: California, D.C. and Vermont will do this for the first time this fall.
Thirtyseven states are allowing absentee voting for all.
In late August, New York enacted legislation to allow voters to immediately apply for absentee
ballots and to expand who can get them.
Absentee ballots postmarked by Election Day or received at the Board of Elections by the day
after will be counted. Election day is Tuesday, Nov. 3. The election results affect education
funding, citizens’ rights, environmental conditions, legal decisions, global affairs, state funding
and much more.

“For some time now American citizens, including millions of New Yorkers, have been failing to
participate in one of our most important franchises — voting,” said Andy Pallotta, NYSUT
President. “What’s at stake? Your rights, your future, your community, your voice.”
In 2008, the United States had its most diverse electorate in its history.
But from 2011 to 2012, according to the American Civil Liberties Union, 27 measures passed in
19 different states making it more difficult to vote.
Voting in the U.S. has been mired in controversy since the birth of the nation, when only
landholding white men could vote. This summer marked the 100th anniversary of the 19th
Amendment, which women endured beatings, imprisonment, hunger strikes and pickets to
achieve. But it wasn’t until after years of civil rights protest yielded the 1965 Voting Rights Act
that Black and brown women were granted the right to vote.
This important act also sought voting protections for Black and brown men — who technically
had the right to vote but were intimidated, threatened and often turned away from voting after
being forced to take “literacy tests” or pay fees.
The Voting Rights Act sought to change all that. It was a force that opened doors and voting
booths.
With a change in leadership in the U.S., and the appointment of more conservative judges, the
U.S.
Supreme Court gutted the Voting Rights Act in the 2013 Shelby County v. Holder case. The
decision meant that jurisdictions no longer had to get federal preclearance for changes in voting
procedures. Voter suppression began in earnest again; some limiting voting acts were passed
the very same day.
NYSUT’s national affiliates are urging members to stay vigilant in the fight to secure every
citizens right to vote. The American Federation of Teachers passed a resolution calling for
federal and state governments to ensure that the 2020 elections are free and fair. This includes
the right to cast ballots by mail, if a person so chooses; “hard copy” paper ballots that can be
scanned electronically; disconnecting all voting machines from the internet; auditing of paper
ballots; and the provision of extensive in-person early voting, including weekends.
Visit aft.org for the full resolution.
The National Education Association encourage members to become involved as Early Vote
Educators; to learn to reach out and organize in the community via digital platforms; and to
volunteer to work at the polls. Visit educationvotes.nea.org/presidential-2020/vote-bymail/ for more info.

Other Helpful Voting Websites:
Suffolk County General Candidate List:

https://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/BOE/2020-General-Candidate-List

Nassau County General Candidate List:

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/30145/2020-Candidate-List---Updated-September-9-2020?bidId=

Find my NY State Senator:

https://www.nysenate.gov/find-my-senator

Find my NY State Assemblyman:
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/search/

Find my US Representative:

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative

Full NYSUT Endorsement List:

https://www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/nysut-united/2020/nysutendorsements2020.
pdf?la=en

The Quotable Leader

